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Mr. (ieerga l&rdn®r 
Kswsrosa 
Washlagt©a Pest 
1150 15 St., MW 
Washington, D.C. 20005 
Dear Uo®rg®, 

L „*“* &Sk tt a reaSOIUlbl£ quest!©*, perhaps a skeptical ©as, and I tried 

t® easier it with specifics, hew cea® I was defending the FBI? 

“ Ca ? ?f Eai f 1 w ^ ss « efe »^£ the FBI, but I would act put it that wav and I do 
”t vma ^ bslieTO tb *t at any point *y pupp es © 3 are te defeat £ t© attack! 

v- lB ex ? l£i “ tb f s or , try ts ®2Plaia it in * differ eat way, ©a® that I think sight 

aelp your understanding of a complex situation and a Byzantine etery. I** d cia -. it £ 
writi^ rather than by pW because I sonetincs use litters £?J 

ST •© ? r S wf Pla Tf 0£ ^ Ey Writis£ ’ tke w «y it is going B0W J^t J 

beeks I v had te lay aside when it is two-third ia craft, a new cue on the King aa 3 a Se iaati 8 a. 

(Xec, it will have "saw evldesce" ia it.) 

repcrWl T^Tt *“ 7 7^°7 ^ the S ^ er Ee&La Aistinguished fr» indiejrduaft 
repsrters) I have cone to leara hew apt it was far Selzhetsya t© say that as little truth 

M ft^'L rl Lw“; 5lJ ,tul ““*■'* “ —• 1 «- * « » «*» 

Ria utm ef sy work changed greatly after the earliest ©f it. I a^ver did curcua 
a whodunit ^though I believe that if I were the FEI l’d be able te selva the King case 

ll 2 e!rSes S “ ta ^ ^ ^ fHaCti8Biae 636 * lf ® eti ® f institution© 

EV this “* that is y®“ ***®d a® about is the seas8 ©f 

7 i thS FHE# Reaessib0r A telfi ysu that ia sy own iavsstigatieas I lesma®* «f it 

Si I LI5 ^ ”* tSld ** Warrea Ce^-ssieu? That was set defending the 

ffr\LZ7 7 “ t@ * a What th * FBI •“* *«« ^ did act de.^t L5d, 

lH SSr'tfl! *£T *£*1 0#rt « l * *i« f*r the Cissies and 8ai d th.se it 

was willisg t. Ao , it could have gone off © a its ©^ ffl a said we have taken the liberty 

de a©t 1?£ thl h*\7 *?* ^P® « ■i*** h* ® f service. But these, while reascaabl®, 

Z*7 *?*,*• basic peiat - whs was ia charge. Suberdiaate t. this is wht had what 
lb * pr * ble ® toda y “dd ia receat years cases fres a tetal lack of inao- 
b! dl«rf i ®* ch ® r institution to pretect itself. Gancrally this can 

at tfcia *^ y i*b th& C ° Bt 7 ® ny4ther » by blaaiag aaethor. i%cver was particularly skilled 
at this sad I have seae classic cases I’ll be using. 

P®^Pti®n of this was less clear than ia retrospect I wish it had been. 

!S a ? L i*tv it r eipliCit S1SGash entirely coasicteut with ay amtude 

lTLi?LrL^ , Xatreductioa to wy first beok.writtea the ©ad cf 1964 . 

IU£ Su^uffSd 7LI iZftZ “*• reV * laSt H part iB tke E 8 =**d, how iave s ti gati ana 

Jr * ;• V “i. fi ^ d *“ th ® seaao y® u M defa®d" that I defended ths Birchers 

iS"^i 2 r wh£ ISfSsrw 62 ^^ 1 7 SUCh th±ES * 021 the etker ead 1 "dcfead- 

? t WaS aet 87 pur?ese * 1 was t® five* the reader a u.aas of 

SSlhS ^ What TOS ^ t0 **’ ^ ^soioa-o 

The actuality is ©f total failure, agency aad Jastitutienal. I regard the press as 
rassi^T^L* 810 iR ^i butiSaS “* bilieT3 tts failure wjyi tetal. I wish itlere 
7ZZ7 \7 r ^ P ® WarS 8i tk - P ws * to exaeia© theusolvos ©a this but I think it will never 
happoa. For reasons net always the sas® but seas tines coinciding the FBI, CIA and ©thars 

tffjri^w* ®?, 1 *I i0 fadl T CaE * froa a P®li°y deterssinatioa. «©b.dy actually tried 
t© find out what really happen*. There never w as a real investigation of the asaaswiLtSn. 



She effort was t© make the preconception as erddible as possible. It has rot ended. 

All today’s Is&ks that appear to be hurtful te the FBI aae CIA are set and most 
likely are by th®*, directlt or indirectly, Sake the tw© Seshk© sad Kbswlar sad the Post 
w®r® sucksred on, me with a esver withholding, the ether with the CIA doing the saae 
thing. While in each case I aa today certain if the rest is ever reached it will not 
support the trash and braacgaa ©f the stories, that is rot eaters®! te ay point, la 
each case f uadas.es tal is the preconception ©f Oswald's guilt, %Ls is true of the 
cssiaittee's leaks ©a ^Lag, 

At a® paint is ssy work or I think when I speak extemporaneously de I sack gsats 
sr am ©ugkt t® get anyone. Eves ia ay opposition to Sprague m& set bin alone on this 
eoasttt®® getting his is not ay purpose and I did begin. by ispartlag trust and perforating 
®u sy trust. It gav® me the world's best means ©f asking a dependable judgement and I hava 
safe it and have solid presf fres it. While it is true, as % Waldron says, that I an 
tse trusting, and it is true that I'd rather net worry about rot being this way, it is 
also generally tru® that this stakes my evaluations ©f ethers easier and sosetiros painfully 
Quicker, The subtitle ®f ny curly work reflect this, Pais first was an analysis «f ths 
c ©HKissi«as. sad its sts^ff, subtitle The Report ©a. the W a rren Report. She second, sub- 
title "The FBI-Secret Service C©verup," and so it went, when it was possible bringing 
ths CIA is with Oswald ia SswOrleaas, If I bjane then all h&w d® I defend any ©a®? But 
frtss tbs pointotooss of the last part of ssy first work, on Dover's supposed initial in- 
vestigation to ths last part of ry last work, Pest Kortea, te «ey two current suits ia which 
the FBI id defendant I as net its defender, 

However, I will not willingly ar kaewiagly criticize it unfairly ©r out sf balance. 

Nor the CIA, la ths days ©f the Warren C®s®issi©s th® uitirot® responsibility lay with it. 
Its staff tangs knew better that it did and said bk 4 nest either left early, as a few 
did, or ;®ft salf-ssrvisg morass, I use sos» ef Arles Specter's ia Pest Horten, I'hsre is 
m way ®f exculpating the Cesssiosiea and being henest is this and there is still this 
drive te hold it an innocent victim, Read the exscutiva session traaacipt sf l/22 in 
Post Kodten again. I think you read it when 1 gave to t® Bill Slaiberae in hew York 
late in April 3975. 

fhis gets t© LBJ's political coaming, given his objectives, which can be regarded 
with loss than suspicion if United t© their tine sf origin. He ran th® politcal grout, 
fr®a Warren to Russell, conned each in a different way and with that screwed the press, 
especially thos© friendly t© Warren, 

As best ®ae person can with these frailties wo all have I seek truth, I wish I had 
the capability ®f publishing were and ©f getting nor©, although I have quit® a collection 
that is already bocaiaiag a peraaaeat scholarly archive. I caarot in truth say that the 
FBI is responsible far th® failure to role® a proper iavostigatUa ©f the Odi© at®ry al ths ugh 
I did criticize the FBI In ny writing on it. I $ did rot then "defend" it. Ultimata 
responsibility ia the Ceaaissios's. The leak t® Andersen was exculpatory ©f th® Coimsisaion, 

I could carry tills farthur but I 'vs run out ®f tine, hap® you'll excuse sy even 
worse typing, StexEttagn Sorotistos sy wif® can g® ever it and correct it but this morning 
sh© cannot. My typing Is worse because I now type sort of side-saddle. I can t ko.sp my 
legs xxd pendant for very long and should rot keep then horizontal too long either. S© 

I've rod® say &e If a pedestal-style typewriting table, with a steut pip® support, with a 
a©aas of holding say legs horizontal and than covered with a small blanket! to keep th® 
circulation up. tilth this weather ay no rail seams of forcing the circulation, v fc *«w 
brisk walking, is oat. S© I exercycle, generally to the AM IV news, which ia how I caught 
the ccnszlttee/ Andersen attack on you, Barahaa. Bdards, ns and ethers. % apologies 
but nest people can roke it out. Sincerely, 



